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THE FANTASY FESTIVAL:

An Overview and Proposal

by

Jim Merritt & John Purlia,
Producers

The Fantasv Festival is a proposed excercise in the art of illusion,
involving radio. Specifically, this project aims to produce, promote, and
broadcast the proceedings of an imaginary pop music festival so thoroughly and
convincingly that radio listeners, even though fully informed about the
fictional nature of the broadcast, eagerly suspend their disbelief and Join in
the game of "what if."

Presented in the following pages is a sketchy, chronological account of
the fictional events that lead up to the Fantasy Festival, along with some
suggestions for steps that should be taken in order to promote the illusion of
immediacy and reality at each milestone.

I. Building the Amphitheatre (Feb 19- May 4, 1984)

The Fantasy Festival will be held in the hypothetical "Mustang
Amphitheatre," which is capable of seating 20,090 people [4,000 in "reserved
seats," and 16,000 in increasingly distant "festival seats" on the surrounding
lawn). The Amphitheatre will ba a surprise gift to the campus and community
from a world famous rock impressario, and will be "constructed" on a site
"somewhere in back of the Swine Unit" in only two months, starting the first
week in March. Before then, the 91 Entertainment Team will discover and report
on the "behind-scenes" manuverings of site selection, official site approval
(involving officials at State, University, and local governmental levels), and
so forth.

At this stage, we will have the opportunity to generate some intense
curiosity about the nature and purpose of the Amphitheatre by airing fictional
"news bulletins" that report progress at the construction site. Initially, the
rock impressario will remain anonymous, by working through a "holding company."
Dilligent research by the 91 Entertainment Team will uncover the impressario's
major role in the matter, and will thus spark speculation that a great musical
or cultural event is coming to Oal Poly. Reports should be aired every two or
three days during the initial construction period.

II. The Community Poll (March 26 - April 13, 1984)

With Amphitheatre construction well underway, the impressario (an alumnus
of Cal Poly and its ASI concerts committee) steps completely out of the shadows
and expresses interest in putting together a memorable one-day pop music
festival to help Cal Poly's sagging financial situation. Furthermore, the
amphitheatre itself may replace the Gym as venue for acts booked by the Concert
Committee and other campus organizations. On a whim, it is decided that the
Central Coast community will dictate the bill of acts, through a poll that the
impressario will conduct in association with KCPR. Listeners will be asked to












