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House of F, reaks

CONSISTING OF JUST ELECTRIC GUITAR-
ist Bryan Harvey and drummer Johnny
Hott, House of Freaks may look like
half a band, but on the duo’s debut al-
bum this half js better than most wholes,
Between Harvey’s dexterous, aggressive
guitar playing and Hott’s furious yet
Precise and complex polyrhythms,
there’s enough racket for two full bands,
But il the nojse wouldn’t be worth o
meal if it weren’t made in the service of

Transplanted [as¢ year from Rich-
mond, Virginia, to [og eles, Harvey |
and Hott celebrate bothAdnige iiibheering
spitit and the Southern mysticism they
mnyWidldleminsongs that match pure
rock grit, rooted in blues-based garage
traditions, with a sophisticated sense of
melody and structure. The peak s
reached on Harvey’s “40 Years? a Len-
non-like song of surviya] i the post-Hi-
roshima age that seryes as the album’s

themaic Centerpiece,

The album’s collecti 15 is
plagued by disorientation and fuglity (e
hopeless search for gold in “Cactusland”
and the search for “the gospel on MTV”
in “My Own Backyard”), and yet the per-
formances and lyrics carry a sense of opti-
mism that wins out over any feelings of
loss and long; Only Harvey can s a
line like % only struck me ;t:lgce,
and then it struck me blind,” in the 4.
bum’s resigned conclusion, “You Can
Never Go Home,” and sl convey a
sense of hope. With their talent, these two
have plenty of reasons to be hopeful, This
Is certain to be one of 1988's top debuts.

~Stevellocbman
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