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Rock groups presented in Fantasy Festival
by Rosemary Costanzo
Asst. Managing Editor

U2, Duran Duran, The Rolling Stones, The Who, The
Police, and The Pretenders in concert together, in San Luis
Obispo — sounds too good to be true, right?

Jim Merritt and John PurUa of KCPR thought so.
The two students are co-producers of Fantasy Festival, a

simulated live concert, complete with the cheers of the
crowd, to be aired tomorrow from 10 a.m. to about 8:30 p.m.

Fantasy Festival started out as an "exercise in the art of
illusion involving radio. This project aims to produce, pro
mote and broadcast the proceedings of an imaginary pop
music festival so thoroughly and convincingly that radio
listeners, even though informed about the fictional nature of
the broadast, eagerly suspend their disbelief and join in the
game of what if," Purlia and Merritt stated in a written pro
posal of the project.

The illusion is working as the two will attest to by some of
the phone calls the radio stations has been getting about the
Festival.

They received one call from a person claiming to be the
President of the Duran Duran fan club in New York, accor
ding to Merritt. The president of the fan club in New York
had been receiving calls from fan club members in San Luis
Obispo who were angry because they could not get tickets to
the "concert." The phone caller accused KCPR of using
Duran Duran's name in vain and said that KCPR was
maliciously advertising a phony concert, said Merritt.

Mark Oss, a disc jockey for KCPR, said that he has receiv
ed numerous calls from people wanting to know how much
tickets are and where they could buy them.

Purlia estimated that the station receives up to 10 calls a
day from people wanting to buy tickets. "We got one call
from a family in Arroyo Grande who was planning on mov
ing. They said they were delaying their move so their
daughter would get a chance to see Duran Duran.

"This is getting out of hand;" said Merritt. "If poeple
think about it they have to realize it's not real. There's a lot
of people not thinWng out there. That's scary."

Fantasy Festival began with fictional news bulletins in
February that reported a construction project which even-
tuaUy evolved into the imaginary "Mustang Am
phitheater." Ballot boxes were placed on CEimpus and at
some businesses downtown so listeners could list the groups
they would like to see together in concert. The poll and
festival were promoted on-air and an ad was run in the
Mustang Daily. They even went so far as to have a logo
designed for Fantasy Festival.

From the opening of the fictional amphitheatre to the sell
out of the "concert" KCPR covered it all.

In May KCPR announced that it had been named the
flagship station of a worldwide Fantasy Festival broadcast
settlement. "All those who were unsuccessful in acquiring
tickets before they sold out can still hear all the music live,
in stereo on KCPR," the proposal stated.

"1 can't believe how many people think it's real. People
believe what they want to happen," said Purlia.
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