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New KCPR format: Should it stay or should it sol
I would Uke to oersonaUv thank Rav Garza for rl«H. ^I would like to personally thank Ray Garza for clari I estabhshed groups

you think the Police got started? Som KZOZfying an issue I have pondered for several years: the
difference between "quality" music and "lousy"
music. The reason this has been a question of debate is
that different people happien to have different tastes in
music, just like in anything else. For this reason, I
have never been able to reach a unanimous agreement
as to if a particular song is quality or lousy. But with
the insight of Garza' letter (10-19) I now see that the
answer is obvious.

Good music is that which is on top of the top-40
charts for an extended period of time, and lousy music
is that which is produced by unheard-of bands. Of
course there are "rare" occasions when an unheard-of
band will make quality music, but I sure would not
want to have to listen to their songs on the radio
before they have caught on. I would much rather hear
the same forty songs over and over again. In fact if we
limit radio to quality groups such as the Police,
Michael Jackson, and Def Leppord, we might be able
to eliminate obscure groups altogether. Wouldn't that
be great? Then no one would have to decide for
themselves whether or not a song is lousy. It will aU be
good. As for alternatives, who needs 'em? Casey
Casem is God.

Daniel Pritchard
Editor:

This letter is addressed to Ray Garza in response to
his letter of Oct. 19 criticizing KCPR's programming.

I must say I find your letter suprising. First of all,
KCPR does play songs from "Synchronicity",
"Pyromania" and "Thriller" that none of the other
stations in the area play. We play seven songs from
the Michael Jackson album and eight songs from the
Police album. You also imply that the only good music

eone at a radio
station had to take a chance and play a new group.
Since we're a non-commercial station that doesn't
have to please advertisers, we're the only oiies that can
play these new artists. If all you want to hear is
established songs from established artists, I en
courage you to listen to the other stations. But if you
want to hear establiehed songs mixed with new artists,
KCPR is the only station providing this alternative.

Since we changed our fomat to include new music,
the response from our listeners has been fantastic, also
there are more students wanting to get involved with
KCPR this quarter than anytime in the past, so we
must be doing something right. Turner
Editor- KCPR Program Director

I would like to comment on the letter criticizing
KCPR on Oct. 19.

It seems to me that songs from the albums singled
out are in fact played on the station, but a radio sta
tion cannot play songs from just three albums all day
long.

What is lousy music and what is not, of course, is
personal opinion and songs that become top hits are a
result of this personal opinion.

KCPR's airplay is similar to that of the most
listened-to station in Los Angeles and-just because
Mr. Garza may have never heard of a lot of these
bands they are, nonetheless, some of the most popular
bands in culturally-leading areas such as Los Angeles,
New York and London. Get up to date.

Although KCPR seems to be a few months behind
these leaders in the new music revolution, it does pro
vide a good alternative to the dinosaur rock that is
played by other local stations. Dale Heuermann

more an alternative than KCPR...hardly. Ob
viously Mr. Garza has no idea of what the intent of
"alternative" means in regard to coUege radio pro
gramming. As a three year veteran jock and manage
ment employee of KUCI (UC Irvine's radio station) it
took me most of that time to develop the concept of
alternativeness and implement changes in program
ming at KUCI. Changing a station from an AOR for
mat to any other format requires great effort, growing
pains and time which is what KCPR is experiencing at
this time.

College radio stations have a great resource in the
fact that they can experiment with programming to
provide a good balance of public affairs, comprehen
sive news and entertainment. The primary goal of col
lege radio is to provide "alternative" programming in
relation to the surrounding commercial market and
most college stations are licensed to provide such pro
gramming at an "educational" level to serve the sur
rounding community. This is the niche KCPR is cur
rently striving for.

Documentaries, live talk shows (informative and
issue oriented), on-location programs, comprehensive
news programs, debates, city council meetings, inter
views, new types of music and entertainment—and the
list goes on—are all ways of providing quality alter
native programmins.

I suggest ot you, Mr. Garza, that if you want what
you claim is "quality music" then buy records...per
sonally, I would rather listen to quality alternative
programming so I'll be tuned in to KCPR. Keep up the
good work guys and just remember that KCPR has a
long way to go before reaching the true goal of coUege
radio—to provide quality, alternative, educational pro-
greunming.

Paul Cousineau


